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TO MY FRIENDS, 

THE MiBN AND WOMEN 

OF 
CHEBITON, 

THIS BOOK IS AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED 

BY 
THE AUTHOB. 



PREFACE. 

So many books have already been written upon 
the Lord's Prayer, that some apology seems needed 
for adding to the number. 

These " Thoughts " having been found helpful to 
the Men and Women of a country village, tl^ey are 
now published in hope that others also may derive 
some help and comfort from them. 

I desire to thank the Authors and Publishers for 
their kind permission to use several Hymns in this 
volume. The Hon. Mrs. Gerard Noel, for two 
Hymns from **The Name of Jesus, and other 
Poems," by the late Miss C. M. Noel ; Mrs. Mon- 
sell for three Hymns by the late Rev. John Mon- 
sell ; Miss Havergal for two Hymns by the late 
Miss F. R. Havergal ; Messrs. Nelson and Son, 
for two of the " Hymns from the Land of Luther " ; 
and Mr. Mack, for two Hymns by the late Miss 
H. Bowman, from " Songs amid the Shadows." 
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I have also included several anonymous Hymns, 
the authors of which I have been unable to discover; 
but should any copyright have been unknowingly 
infringed, I should be glad to be made aware of 
it, that the mistake may be rectified. 

E. C. O. 

Cheriton Rectory, Alresford, 
Easter^ 1884. 



THOUGHTS FOR MEN AND WOMEN. 



THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

I. 

"our father which art in heaven. 



>> 



" Like as a Father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." — 
Psalm ciii. 13. 

" Doubtless Thou art our Father, Thou, O 
Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer, Thy 
Name is from everlasting." — Isaiah Ixiii. 16. 

"Your Father knoweth what things ye 
have need of before ye ask Him." — St. 
Matt. vi. 8. 

"Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? 
and one of them shall not fall on the ground 
without your Father. But the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered. Fear ye not 
therefore, ye are of more value than many 
sparrows." — St. Matt. x. 29-32. 

" I will arise, and go to my Father, and 
will say unto him. Father, I have sinned 
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against Heaven and before thee, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy son, make 
me as one of thy hired servants. And he 
arose and came to his father. And when he 
was yet a great way off, his father saw him, 
and had compassion, and ran and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him." — S^. Luke xv. i8, 19. 

" Father, into Thy hands I commend My 
spirit." — St. Luke xxiii. 46. 

** No man is able to pluck them out of My 
Father s hand." — SL John x. 29. 

" The Father Himself loveth you." — St. 
John xvi. 27. 

"Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
My name, He will give it you." — ^S*^. John 
xvi. 23. 

" I am not alone, because the Father is 
with Me." — St. John xvi. 32. 

" I ascend unto My Father and your Father, 
and to My God and your God." — St. John 
XX. 17. 

" I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daugh- 
ters, saith the Lord God Almighty. — 2 Corin- 
thians vi. 17, 18. 



"our father which art in heaven." 



When we begin the Lord's Prayer, we first 
repeat these two simple and beautiful words, 
**Our Father." Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who 
taught His disciples to pray, did not tell them 
to address God as the Almighty, the Maker 
of Heaven and earth, the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords. 

He did not speak to them of God's awful 
power and majesty, nor remind them that 
they were speaking to One before Whose 
Presence even the Angels veil their faces. 

Had He only told us of "the greatness, 
and the power, and the glory, and the majesty" 
of God, we should never venture to come 
before such a great Being with all our sins 
and shortcomings, all our burdens and fears, 
all our sorrows, and troubles, and daily cares. 
We should have looked upon God as too 
great, too far away, to care for us sinful men 
and women. 

Just as we say of people that we know on 
earth, " That person is far too great, and too 
much occupied to attend to me and my affairs. 
He has so many important things to do that 
I cannot expect him to be interested in my 
concerns." 
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Therefore, lest we should think that God was 
too far off to care for us, our dear Lord, Who 
came from God, and went to God, has told us 
to address Him in these simple and childlike 
words — " Our Father." Many of us know well 
what these words mean, recalling as they do, 
the tender watchful love of many an earthly 
parent. To many of us the name of Father 
is one of the dearest on earth. It reminds us 
of one who loved us from childhood, who 
watched over us, worked for us, cared for us 
tenderly, when we were too young to do any- 
thing for ourselves. As we grew older how 
he tried to help us by every means in his 
power, forgiving us when we had done wrong, 
welcoming us back when we were penitent, 
rejoicing in our success, grieving at our failure, 
ever ready to help, to cheer, and to sym- 
pathise. We know all this, and so we can 
well enter into the meaning of the words, 
" Like as a Father pitieth his children, even 
so is the Lord merciful unto them that fear 
Him." 

Alas ! however, all do not know of such a 
parent s love. Every day we hear or read of 
parents who care but little for their children, 
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who often neglect or ill-use them, who some- 
times even turn them out of doors, " to shift 
for themselves " as the saying is, caring little 
whether they live or die. 

The name of Father is in the mind of many 
a child associated only with thoughts of un- 
kindness or neglect. 

" Mother," said a little child to a poor 
woman who was crying bitterly, " why should 
you cry because Father's dead ? I am very 
glad he is dead, for now he cannot come back 
and ill-treat us any more." What a sad 
picture of a Father s memory, cherished by 
a little child ! 

Try by every means in your power to make 
your children both love and respect you. Let 
your love for them lead them on to believe yet 
more in the love and care of a Heavenly 
Parent, who is far more loving, far more for- 
bearing than even the tenderest earthly Parent 
could ever be. 

No earthly Father loves like Thee, 
No Mother e'er so mild, 
Bears, and forbears as Thou hast done. 
With me Thy sinful child. 



12 THE lord's prayer. 



If we look at the sixth chapter of St. Mat- 
thew, we find that God is thus mentioned 
twelve times by the loving name of " Father/' 

Our Lord Jesus Christ seems to teach us 
again and again, that we are not too pre- 
sumptuous in addressing the great God of 
Heaven and earth as Our Father. To show 
us how wonderfully God watches over us, 
and cares for us. He tells us that Our Father 
sees us in secret, that the good deed, or the 
kind word unnoticed by men, has been seen 
by Him, and that He Himself will reward us 
openly. 

He teaches us that we need not be afraid 
to come to God, and lay all our cares and 
needs before Him, for He knows them all, 
even before we ask Him. We must forgive 
any that may have wronged us, either in 
thought, word, or deed, if we hope that our 
Heavenly Father will forgive us. But if we 
are hard-hearted and unforgiving, we are 
warned that our Heavenly Father will not 
forgive us our trespasses. We are told not 
to be careful or troubled about the affairs of 
this life, our food and clothing, all the small 
daily cares which often weigh us down more 
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even than greater sorrows. Our Father who 
feeds the birds, and clothes the flowers, will 
much more care for us. 

The winds and waves obey Him, 
By Him the birds are fed, 
Much more to us His children 
He gives our daily bread. 

Therefore let us remember that nothing is 
too small, or too insignificant to bring to 
Him. 

Let us go to Him like little trustful 
children to a kind and loving Parent. 

When we have sinned, let us ask His 
pardon. Let us arise and go to our Father, 
like the Prodigal Son, and say, *' Father, 
I have sinned against Heaven and before 
Thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
Thy son*^ and He will assuredly forgive us. 

When we are in trouble of any kind, let us 
carry it to our Father, He knows all, and 
He can and will answer our prayers in His 
own good time and way. When we are 
anxious about our loved ones, who may 
be in sorrow, let us ask Him to comfort and 
guide them aright. If they are in sin we will 
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pray Him to bring them back to His love^ 
and give them true repentance. 

Whether near or far, present or absent, in 
life or in death, God can watch over those we 
commit to His safe keeping. An old proverb 
says, — 

" That which God keeps is well kept." 

When those we love pass from our sight, 
and enter the Unseen Land, let us remember 
that they are in our Father s Hand. After 
the storms and trials of this life, they have 
entered the Father's Home, and if they have 
tried to love and please Him in this life, they 
rest with Him in peace, in the Haven where 
they would be. 

And when we too are called to cross the 
dark Valley of the Shadow of Death, let us 
remember that our Father will not leave us 
alone. Into His Hands we may commend 
our spirits, feeling sure that He will watch 
over them in that solemn hour, when all 
earthly help fails us. 

As a good man once said, " May the 
thought of God's Fatherhood, woven into 
our mind by life's experience, be to us also 
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a stay in the hour when flesh and heart are 
failing. May the words * Our Father/ as it 
has been our encouragement in prayer, be 
also our support in death." 

When we say the Lord's Prayer, beginning 
with the words " Our Father," it reminds us 
that we are all children of one great family, 
"high and low, rich and poor, one with 
another." The same Father made us, and 
watches over us ; the same Saviour loved us, 
and died for us; the same Blessed Spirit 
dwells within us, and makes us holy. 

We are all one in God. Let us therefore 
look upon all around us as related to us in 
Him, as brothers and sisters in Christ. Those 
who have one Father ought to dwell together 
in unity as members of one family. Whether 
we live in large houses or small ones, whether 
we are rich or poor, it matters not, we are all 
the same in our Father s sight, if we love 
Him, and try to keep His Commandments. 

This life is very short. The time will soon 
come when there will be no more distinctions 
between rich and poor, the only difference 
then will be between those who have served 
God, and those who have served Him not. 
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All, therefore, depends upon how we use our 
time here. Let us try to love one another, 
to speak and feel kindly towards one another. 
It is hard, very hard, to understand the in- 
equalities of this life. Things sometimes 
seem to be unfairly distributed, but if we 
could only see our whole lives, and the lives 
of others, as God sees them, we should often 
find that all was more evenly distributed than 
we imagined. 

This world is a great school. Every one 
placed in it has to learn his or her lesson, the 
rich as much as the poor. The rich have far 
greater trials than the poor are aware of. 

Let our great aim be to love one another, 
and help one another by our words, our deeds, 
our examples, and our prayers, and so shall 
we be the children of our Father which is in 
Heaven, and our lives will be happy if spent 
in showing towards others the love with which 
He has loved us. 

For God giveth each his station, 
Some have riches, and high place, 
Some have lowly homes and labour. 
All may have His precious grace. 
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And God loveth all His children, 
Rich and poor, and high and low, 
And they all shall meet in Heaven 
Who have served Him here below. 

" Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom." 



He knoweth all His people, — 

From everlasting knew, — 
The greatest and the smallest, 

The many and the few. 
Not one of them shall perish : 

He guardeth each alone : 
In living and in dying 

They shall remain His own. 

The little flock He knoweth, — 

Who, though by faith not sight, 
Th' Invisible are seeing, 

And trusting in His might. 
Bom by His word of power. 

And nourished by that word 
Within His store-house finding 

The armour of their Lord. 

c // .. 
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And thus He knows His people, — 

By hope so bright and blest, 
By faith that can its burden 

Upon the Saviour rest ; 
And by the look of gladness. 

Where truth shines forth serene, 
That plant that ever weareth 

An amaranthine green. 

He knows them by their loving — 

The fruit of His own love. 
And by their earnest longing 

To please their Lord above : 
By their long-suffering patience 

When others work them ill ; 
By blessing as He blesseth. 

And bearing all His will. 

And thus He knows His people, — 

From everlasting knew, — 
The greatest and the smallest, 

The many and the few. 
Where His own Spirit's working 

In gracious power is seen : 
By faith, hope, love abounding, 

Where'er His step has been. 
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So help US, Lord, we pray Thee, 

Our going thus uphold, 
That none of glory rob us, 

Nor make our love grow cold : 
That when the day of wonder 

Reveals Thy judgment throne, 
We may look up rejoicing, 

Since numbered with Thine own. 

** Hymns from the Land of Luther 1^ 
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II. 



"hallowed be thy name." 



" Neither shall ye profane My holy name ; 
but I will be hallowed among the children of 
Israel : I am the Lord which hallow you." — 
Leviticus xxii. 32. 

"Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh His name in 
vain." — Exodus xx. 7. 

"This glorious and fearful name, the 
Lord thy God." — Deuteronomy xxviii. 58. 

" They that honour Me, I will honour, and 
they that despise Me shall be lightly es- 
teemed." — I Samuel ii. 30. 

" Holy and reverent is His name." — Psalm 
cxi. 9. 

" Thine enemies take Thy name in vain." 
— Psalm cxxxix. 20. 

" Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not 
thine heart be hasty to utter anything before 
God, for God is in Heaven, and thou upon 
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earth, therefore let thy words be few." — 
E celestas tes v. 2. 

" I say unto you. Swear not at all.*' — 
St. Matthew v. 34. 

"Above all things, my brethren, swear 
not." — St. y antes v. 12. 



In the last chapter we thought of God as 
our Father, and of ourselves as His children. 

Next we come to the words, " Hallowed 
be Thy name." 

We must remember that though God is 
our Father, we must honour and reverence 
Him as the great God, " the maker of Heaven 
and earth, and of all things visible and in- 
visible." 

If we really love Him, we shall have no 
difficulty in keeping this ever before our 
minds. 

Those who love and honour their earthly 
parents never speak of them disrespectfully, 
they never allow others to mention them 
lightly in their presence. But how few re- 
member the duty they owe to God in this 
respect. How very few honour His holy 
name and His Word as they ought. 
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"Hallowed be Thy name" means, not 
only that the name of God must be kept holy, 
but also that we must treat all that belongs 
to Him with awe and reverence. His Church, 
His Sacraments, His Ministers, His Word, all 
must be kept holy, and not spoken of lightly 
in any way. 

For the great God of all 
Heareth each word we say, 
He will remember it 
In the great Judgment Day. 
Honour God's holy name. 
Speak it with thought and care. 
Sing to it holy hymns, 
Breathe it in earnest prayer. 
But not with sudden cry, 
In thy light joy or pain ; 
" God will hold guilty all 
Who take His name in vain." 

A young man was once very ill of con- 
sumption. He knew he was dying, but those 
around him did not think the end was near. 
A friend who came to see him happened to 
speak irreverently and lightly of sacred 
things in his presence. Soon after, they were 
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left alone together, and the sick man asked 
him to come close to him, and then said in 
a low voice, " I may not be very long here, 
but I want to ask you one thing before I 

go. 

" What is it ? " asked the other. 

" I want to entreat you with my dying 
breath, never to speak again, as you did just 
now, of holy things, or to laugh at them as 
you often do. I know I often did the same 
myself, before I was ill, but I am truly 
sorry for it now. This world is passing 
away from me, and God, and the blessed 
promises of His holy Word are all I have to 
cling to. You do not know how it pains me 
to hear them lightly spoken of." 

A week later he was taken to his rest. 

His friend never forgot those dying words. 
Let us too remember them, and when we too 
come to die we shall feel thankful if we have 
tried to follow them. 

There is also another sin which is far too 
little thought of. I mean the awful sin of swear- 
ing. Everyone who reads these " Thoughts " 
can do something to check this sin. Every 
man and woman may use his or her influence 
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towards hallowing God's holy name, and 
never allowing it to be spoken of lightly in 
their presence. 

Parents should do their utmost to guard 
their children from this sin. 

If they see that their parents disapprove 
of it, are always reverent about sacred things, 
such good training will have an influence 
upon their whole after life. 

But how many do not recognize their duty 
towards their children in this matter. The 
poor little things are often brought up in 
homes where they hear oaths, and curses, and 
bad words from their cradle, and how can 
we expect them not to follow the example 
thus set? 

Once, in going through a children's hos- 
pital, I saw a little child placed in a bed 
far away from the others, and I asked the 
reason. He lay pale, and still, and motion- 
less, and even in sleep his little features were 
contracted with pain. " Poor child," replied 
the nurse, sadly, "we dare not let him be 
near the others. Though he is little more 
than a baby, yet, whenever the pain is bad, 
or whenever anything vexes him, he begins 
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to curse and to swear dreadfully, so that we 
dare not let the others hear him. Poor little 
fellow, he does not seem to know it is wrong, 
but he comes from a very bad home, and 
that is what he chiefly hears around him." 

If you are tempted to think lightly of this 
common but awful sin, remember the solemn 
words, "Thine enemies take Thy name in 
vam. 

Surely we would not like to be counted 
among God's enemies ? 

Think of the awful punishment reserved 
by Him ** for these Mine enemies, which 
would not that I should reign over them." 

How can we bear the thought of placing 
ourselves among the enemies of the dear 
Lord Who died on the cross to save us ? 
Let us rather be numbered among His 
friends, among those who stand up for Him, 
those who take His part, those who will 
never let Him be lightly spoken of in their 
presence. 

If we do this we shall receive the reward 
promised in God's own Word, **Them that 
honour Me I will honour." " Because he 
hath set his love upon Me, therefore will I 
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deliver him, I will set him up because he 
hath known My name. He shall call upon 
Me, and I will hear him ; yea, I am with 
him in trouble, I will deliver him, and bring 
him to honour. With long life will I satisfy 
him, and show him My salvation." 



Guide me ever, Lord, I pray, 
Guide me most this holy day : 

Guard me ever with Thy blessing, 

Guard me most when Thee confessing : 

What I cannot give Thee, take — 
This poor heart, for Jesus' sake ! 

Holy every day should be, 

Holiest that I give to Thee : 
Holy every thought and feeling, 

Holiest when before Thee kneeling : 
Holy art Thou, — holy make 

This poor heart — for J esus' sake ! 

When my voice to Thee I raise 
Let my soul ascend in praise : 

When my knee is bent before Thee, 
Let my bended heart adore Thee : 

Thou art holy, — Father, make 
Sinners such — for Jesus* sake ! 
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Holy art Thou, glorious God, 
Holy is Thy bright abode, 
Holy are the saints, who round Thee 
Hymn the grace by which they found 
Thee ; 
Holy Father, stoop to make 
Sinners such — for Jesus sake ! 

Rev. John Monsell. 



III. 



" THY KINGDOM COME/' 



" And there shall be signs in the sun, and 
in the moon, and in the stars ; and upon the 
earth distress of nations with perplexity, the 
sea and the waves roaring. Men's hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth, 
for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 
And then shall they see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. And when these things begin to 
come to pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh. 
When ye see these things come to pass, 
know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at 
hand. Take heed to yourselves, lest at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with sur- 
feiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this 
life, and so that day come upon you un- 
awares. For as a snare shall it come on all 
them that dwell on the face of the whole 
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earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape 
all these things that shall come to pass, and 
to stand before the Son of Man." — Si. Luke 
xxi. 25-36. . 

" Watch therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour \^herein the Son of Man 
cometh." — St. Matt. xxv. 13. 

" But of the times and seasons, brethren, 
ye have no need that I writfe unto you. For 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord so Cometh as a thief in the night. For 
when they shall say peace and safety : then 
sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child, and they 
shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not 
in darkness, that that day should overtake 
you as a thief. .... Therefore let us not 
sleep as do others, but let us watch and be 
sober." — i Tkess. v. 1-6. 

" The day of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night, in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the ele- 
ments shall melt with fervent heat ; the earth 
also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up. Seeing then that all these things 
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shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness ? Nevertheless we, according to 
His promise, look for a new heaven and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for 
such things, be diligent that ye may be found 
of Him in peace, without spot, and blame- 
less." — 2 Si. Peter iii. 10-14. 



^^Thy Kingdom Come!' 

There are several ways in which we might 
consider these words. We might apply them 
to our own hearts, as our Lord did when He 
said, " Lo ! the Kingdom of God is within 
you," showing us that He Himself would 
come and dwell within us, if we prepared a 
fit dwelling place in our hearts to receive 
Him. 

Or we might think of Christ's command to 
spread His Kingdom upon earth, by sending 
the good tidings to the heathen, whether at 
home, or abroad, who are still living in igno- 
rance of His Love. " Go ye and preach the 
Kingdom of God." 
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But now we will turn our thoughts to that 
great Day when the Son of Man shcill come 
in His glory, and all the Holy Angels with 
Him, that Day which Christ tells us will be 
preceded by many signs and wonders, after 
which the Kingdom of God will be nigh at 
hand. 

Now the reason why I wish to speak to 
you on this subject is, that in this busy, toil- 
ing, hard-working life of ours, it is so difficult 
to lift up our thoughts to things that are 
above. 

There is so much to weigh us down. 

There is the daily work. "Man goeth 
forth unto his work and to his labour until 
the evening," and during each long day's toil 
his mind is so much occupied with all he has 
to do that he can seldom fix his thoughts on 
higher things. 

He may be working in the fields, ploughing 
or sowing ; he may be in a shop, or ware- 
house ; he may be a soldier or a sailor, it 
matters little, his duty is to follow God's 
command, to attend to his work, and to do it 
as well as possible. 

"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
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It with all thy might." " Not with eye- 
service as men-pleasers," but "as unto the 
Lord." 

When he returns home at night, he is 
often tired out, and cares for little else than 
to sit down, eat his supper, and go to bed. 

He has said the Lord's Prayer in the 
morning, and again at night, but has he ever 
thought as he did so of the meaning, the 
solemn awful meaning, of these three short 
words, " Thy kingdom come ? " 

Let us take the case of a hard working 
woman. How much she has to occupy her 
thoughts ! 

There are the children, so many to feed 
and clothe, and so little money coming in. 
There is the rent and firing to be paid, and 
there are the doctor s bills, and the bill at 
the shop, and things are so dear, that she 
scarcely knows how they are to make both 
ends meet. 

She works hard from morning to night, 
but what with washing, and baking, and 
minding the children, and sometimes going 
out to work, she has no time to call her own. 
When night comes she is glad enough just 
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to say a hurried prayer, " Our Father," and 
then lie down to rest, before awaking again 
to the cares and labours of another day. 

Her life is too busy, too careworn, she 
thinks, to give her any time for thinking 
about another life — " the life of the world to 
come." 

And not only wives and mothers, but 
many another working woman thinks the 
same. 

Those who are employed in shops, or in 
domestic service, and have often to work 
from morning to night with but little time to 
themselves, they too know how hard it is to 
lift up their thoughts, to lift them up unto 
the Lord. 

And yet as day by day we pray, " Thy 
kingdom come," we can thank God for the 
sure and certain hope of another and happier 
life. 

This life cannot last always. 

" There is an end, tho' sometimes you may 
doubt it. 
For life is hard, and you are sorely 
pressed, 

D 
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But we shall see it, when we reach the 

Haven, 
When all earth's weary workers are at rest." 

Yes, in the midst of all our anxious, hurry- 
ing, troubled life here, let us often look 
onward to **the rest that remaineth for the 
people of God," and then we shall not be- 
come weighed down, or overwhelmed with 
the cares which beset us. 

But remember that these are very solemn 
words, and must not be used lightly. 

When we say, " Thy kingdom come," we 
are asking God to come in His glory, and 
all the holy angels with Him. We are asking 
that our time of probation, our short life on 
earth, may be ended, and that God may come 
to judge both the living and the dead. 

Are we ready for this ? If the second 
coming of Christ was to take place this very 
day, should we be prepared to meet Him ? 

Should we be like those wise Virgins, who 
had watched, and waited, and made ready for 
the Bridegroom's coming, so that when He 
did come they were prepared, and went in 
with Him to the marriage ? 

Or should we be like the foolish Virgins, 
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who knew well that He was coming, who 
believed it firmly, but took no pains to be 
ready for Him ? Instead of preparing for 
His coming, they all slumbered and slept. 
When they went, expecting to enter in with 
the others, the door was shut — there was no 
admittance for them. 

"Late, late, so late! and dark the night, 
and chill ! 
Late, late, so late ! but we can enter still. 
Too late, too late ! ye cannot enter now. 

No light had we, for that we do repent ; 
And learning this, the Bridegroom will 

relent. 
Too late, too late ! ye cannot enter now. 

No light: so late! and dark and chill the 

night ! 
O let us in that we may find the light ! 
Too late, too late ! ye cannot enter now." 

We can almost fancy that we hear their 

despairing cry. God grant that we too may 

not follow their example, and find that we 

have put off preparing to meet our Lord 

until it is too late. 

Da 
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As the service for Ash Wednesday so- 
lemnly reminds us : " Then shall it be too 
late to knock when the door shall be shut, 
and too late to cry for mercy when it is the 
time of justice. 

" Therefore, brethren, take we heed betime, 
while the day of salvation lasteth ; for the 
night cometh when none can work. But let 
us, while we have the light, believe in the 
light, and walk as children of light, that we 
be not cast into utter darkness, where is 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

"Let us not abuse the goodness of God, 
Who calleth us mercifully to amendment, and 
of His endless pity promiseth us forgiveness 
of that which is past, if with a perfect and 
true heart we return to Him. For though 
our sins be as scarlet, they shall be made 
white as snow; and though they be like 
crimson, they shall be made white as wool. 

" Let us therefore return unto Him Who 
is the merciful receiver of all true penitent 
sinners, assuring ourselves that He is ready 
to receive us, and most willing to pardon us, 
if we submit ourselves unto Him, and from 
henceforth walk in His ways." 
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But whether we think of it or not, whether 
we prepare for it or not, that great Day is 
most surely coming. Perhaps it may not 
come for a great many years, perhaps it may 
come in a few days. We know not. But 
one thing we do know — that it will come 
suddenly. It will come probably when people 
are going about their daily duties just as 
usual, when men are going to the shop or 
the market, to the warehouse or the field ; 
when women are doing their daily work, 
washing or baking, teaching, minding the 
children, or working in the shop or factory. 
It will come suddenly. There will be no 
time to prepare then, we must do that now. 

Sometime ago I was returning home with 
some friends to the house in which we were 
staying in a small town in Ireland. It was 
a dark winter's night, and we were so much 
occupied with finding our way, that we did 
not notice anything unusual going on. As 
we approached the town, however, we noticed 
groups of people standing at the corners of 
the streets, talking earnestly. Some were at 
their doors, others with their heads out of 
the window, speaking eagerly to those below, 
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and all were pointing anxiously towards the 
sky. We asked what had happened. " Look 
up," cried several voices at once, " it may be 
the end of the world is coming, for we are 
told that there shall be signs in the sun, and 
in the moon, and in the stars." 

Looking up, I saw indeed one of the most 
beautiful sights I ever witnessed. 

The dark winter's sky was suddenly illumi- 
nated with red lights of the most glorious 
colouring, varying from deep crimson and 
flame colour to the palest rosy tints. The 
sky seemed on fire, and the light threw a 
lurid glare on all around, and on the upturned 
faces of the crowd. 

It was the Aurora Borealis, the great 
northern lights, a sight often seen, but rarely 
with the same brilliancy. Many of those 
who witnessed it were fully persuaded that 
the end of the world was coming, and they 
seemed terrified at the prospect. It reminded 
us of the words, " Hide us from the face of 
Him that sitteth upon the Throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of 
His wrath is come, and who may be able to 
stand ? " 
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** Oh ! on that day, that dreadful day, 
When man to judgment wakes from clay, 
Be Thou, O Christ, the sinner's stay, 
Though Heaven and earth shall pass 
away." 



What and if the day is breaking, 
Day so long by seers foretold. 
When, from slumbers deep awaking 
Saints their Saviour shall behold. 

Are you ready ? are you ready ? 

Or is still your bosom cold ? 

Is it cold to Him who sought thee 
In this wilderness forlorn ? 
Cold to Him, the Friend who bought thee 
Nor complained of nail or thorn ? 

Are you ready? are you ready? 

Or do you His yearning scorn ? 

Are you clothed in bridal raiment, 
Woven by anointed hands : 
Given thee without thy payment, 
Pledge of Love's attracting bands ? 

Are you ready ? are you ready ? 

See the portal open stands. 
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Are you washed in holy water, 
You so long by sin defiled ? 
Should He say, " My son," " My daughter. 
Can you say, " Behold Thy child ! " 

Are you ready ? are you ready ? 

Thus by Jesus to be styled ? 

Are you ready for the meeting 
With the Saviour in the air ? 
Longing for that holy greeting 
With the ransomed myriads there! 
If not ready, if not ready. 
Oh ! for that great Day prepare ! 

Anon. 



My Redeemer and my Lord, 
I beseech Thee, I entreat Thee, 
Guide me in each act and word. 
That hereafter I may meet Thee, 
Watching, waiting, hoping^ yearning. 
With my lamp well trimmed and burning ! 

Longfellow. 



IV. 



"thy will be done/^ 



" I DELIGHT to do Thy will, O my God." — ■' 
Psalm xl. 8. 

'* Teach me to do Thy Will, for Thou art 
my God." — Psalm cxliii. lo. 

**Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place 
called Gethsemane, and saith unto the dis- 
ciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. 
And He took with him Peter and the two sons 
of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and 
very heavy. Then saith He unto them, My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death : 
tarry ye here, and watch with Me. And He 
went a little farther, and fell on His face, and 
prayed, saying, O My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from Me : nevertheless not 
as I will, but as Thou wilt. And He cometh 
unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, 
and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not 
watch with Me one hour ? Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into temptation. The spirit 
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indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. And 
He went away again the second time, and 
prayed, saying, O My Father, if this cup may 
not pass from Me, except I drink it. Thy will 
be done. And He came and found them 
asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. And 
He left them,and went awayagain,and prayed 
the third time, saying the same words." — Sf. 
Matt. xxvi. 36-44. 

" Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup 
from Me, nevertheless not My will, but Thine 
be done. And there appeared an angel unto 
Him from heaven strengthening Him. And 
being in an agony, He prayed more earnestly, 
and His sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood, falling down to the ground." — St. Luke 
xxii. 42-44. 

" I seek not Mine own will, but the will of 
the Father which sent Me." — St. John v. 30. 

" I came down from heaven, not to do Mine 
own will, but the will of Him that sent Me." — 
St. yohn vi. 38. 

"If any man will do His will, he shall know 
of the doctrine." — St. John vii. 1 7. 

"The will of the Lord be done." — Acts 
xxi. 14. 
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'* Doing the will of God from the heart." 
— E/fA. vi. 6. 

" For ye have need of patience, that after 
ye have done the will of God, ye might 
receive the promises. For yet a little while, 
and He that shall come will come, and will not 
tarry." — I/eS. x. 36, 37. 

" Wherefore let them that suffer according 
to the will of God commit the keeping of their 
souls to H im in well doing, as unto a faithful 
Creator." — i S^. Peter iv. 19. 

"He that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever." — i St. John ii. 17. 



" Thy will be done." How very easy it is 
to say these words, how very hard it is to live 
them. 

There is nothing that tests our love to God 
so much as this, whether we choose to do His 
will, or our own. I fear we generally choose 
the latter. 

In this, as in everything else in life, we must 
think which our dear Lord chose when He was 
on earth. He is our Pattern, and we must try 
to follow the example of our Saviour Christ, 
and become like unto Him. * 
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He tells us very clearly what He did. '* I 
came down from Heaven not to do Mine own 
will, but the will of Him that sent Me." 

He not only did the will of His heavenly 
Father, but He submitted to the will of His 
earthly parents, which must have been far 
harder. "He went down to Nazareth, and J 

was subject unto them." 

Think how hard this must have been for 
Him to be subject to those so. far inferior to 
Himself. Think of Him who was the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords, going about in His 
cottage home doing the bidding of His parents, 
or toiling in the lowly carpenter's shop for His 
daily bread. 
** Those mighty hands that rule the sky 

No earthly toil refuse, 

The maker of the stars on high 

A humble trade pursues. 

He whom the choirs of angels praise. 

Bearing each dread decree. 

His earthly parents now obeys 

In deep humility." 

How often we meet with men and women 
who think they are too good for their position 
in life, who are discontented, who say if they 
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had more of their own way, more freedom, it 
would be better for them. 

When we are tempted by thoughts of this 
kind, let us think of the workshop at Nazareth. 
To Christ, the life there must often have been 
hard, and narrow, and irksome, but He bore it 
patiently. His Father had placed .Him there 
and He did not murmur. " He was subject." 
" Father, not My will, but Thine " was even 
then His rule of life, from His earliest child- 
hood onwards. 

Often children are apt to chafe against the 
restraints of home ; often servants are given 
to murmur at the restraints of service, and 
to think if they were in some other position 
they could serve God better. 

Remember these words of a great poet, 
words which have helped many to learn a 
lesson of contentment. 

" Thou camest not to thy place by accident, 
It is the very place God meant for thee, 
And should'st thou there small scope for 

action see. 
Do not, for that, give room for discontent." 

He who dwelt at Nazareth can feel for you. 
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He knows all you are going through. Tell 
Him all your difficulties, and ask Him to make 
you as He was, meek and lowly in heart, and 
willing for His sake to be subject to those set 
in authority over you. 

'' I delight to do Thy will, O my God." 

How few of us can say this. 

We generally delight to do our own will, 
not God's will, our own will, and not the will 
of another set over us by God. 

When anything contrary to our will happens 
to us, when we have to do anything we do not 
like, then instead of murmuring or complaining, 
let us look upon it as coming from God s hand, 
and let us look up lovingly to our Father, 
and say " I delight to do Thy will, O my 
God." 

A good man once said, " Nothing is too 
small wherein to exercise the will of God 
for thee," and so we may look upon everything 
that comes, small or great, as part of God's 
will for us, and accept it submissively. He 
who sees the little sparrows fall to the ground. 
He who numbers the hairs of our head, will 
order all things for us by His will, and there- 
fore we may surely and trustfully say, " Thy 
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will be done," knowing well that His will is 
best. 

I was once sitting by the bedside of a poor 
woman, who was suffering from a long illness, 
in addition to poverty, and many other trials. 

** It is all very hard to bear at times," she 
said, "but there is one thing that comforts 
me," and then, turning to a hymn-book that 
lay on a little table beside her, she opened it, 
and read the following verse : — 

" Leave all things to a Father s will, 
And taste, before Him lying still, 
E'en in affliction peace." 

"Whenever I read that," she continued, 
" I feel all I have to bear is my Father s will 
for me. He knows just what I need, soul and 
body, so all must be right." 

" Teach me to do Thy will." 

Let us make this our watchword in daily 
life in small things as well as in great. 

In looking out for situations, in trying to 
find work^ in moving to a new home, in a 
choice of any kind, in anything in which we 
are in doubt or perplexity, let us say, " Teach 
me to do Thy will," or, as in the Prayer Book 
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version of the Psalms, " Teach me to do the 
thing that pleasetli Thee." 

That is the great lesson we have to learn 
in life, to do what pleaseth God, not to please 
ourselves. This is the secret of true peace. 
To give up ourselves simply and gently like 
little children to our Father s will, to listen to 
His voice, to follow His leading, and we maybe 
sure that all will work together for good, and 
that He will guide us aright. 

The wisest will is God's own will. 
Rest on that anchor, and be still, 
For peace around thy path shall flow 
If only wishing here below 

What pleases God. 

We have thought of how these words " Thy 
will be done," may be applied to every incident 
of our daily life, but we will now think of the 
help and comfort we can find in them during 
the great sorrows or trials which perhaps come 
only now and then in a lifetime. 

Some of us know what it is to kneel all 
night long in prayer to God, praying perhaps 
for the life of some dear one, who seems slowly 
passing from us. But the answer we long for 
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does not come, the life is not spared. It may 
be our prayers are answered in another, and 
in a far better way. 

" We asked life of Thee, and Thou gavest 
him a long life, even for ever and ever." And 
then we learn at last that God knows best, and 
in humble, trustful submission we say, " Thy 
will be done." 

Or it may be there is some heart's desire on 
which we have fixed our hopes, some object 
on which we have set our affections, and we 
ask with our whole heart and soul that our 
desire maybe granted. But the object seems 
further than ever from our reach. 

" Being in an agony, we pray more ear- 
nestly." We feel that life itself would be 
worth but little if we are refused our request, 
and with many tears we ask, " Father, if Thou 
be willing, grant me my prayer." 

Ah! then we know the meaning of the words, 
"And they came unto a place called Gethse- 
mane;" then we know something of the agony 
our Master must have suffered ; then are we 
allowed, in some small measure, to enter into 
the fellowship of His sufferings. 

But even in that dread hour He will not 

£ 
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leave us comfortless. He will come unto us. 
He who trod the wine-press alone will be very 
near His suffering servants in their hour of 
trial. A form like unto the Son of God will 
be with them in the furnace of pain, and will 
deliver them in His own good time. It may 
be the Cup will pass from us ; or it piay be 
that like our Master we learn to say, " The 
Cup which my Father hath given me shall I 
not drink it?" The much dreaded sorrow 
enters our home. " The worst/' as we call it, 
comes to pass. We say meekly " Father, not 
my will but Thine be done," and we bend our 
heads and accept His will. 

Time passes, and it is often given to us to 
see clearly how wise, how loving was the will 
which refused to give what we so earnestly 
prayed for. Had our desires been granted, it 
would not have been for our happiness. He 
was only chastening us for our profit, causing 
us to pass through fire and water that we might 
be brought out into a wealthy place. We 
learn to thank God for refusing to grant our 
prayers. 

And even if we do not see all so clearly in 
this life, we must leave all trustfully to Him, 
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resting peacefully on His promise, "What I 
do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know 
hereafter," and we shall surely learn in that 
bright Home beyond the grave that what our 
Father does is well, and that His will was the 
best. 



Teach me to do Thy Will ! 

I cannot see my way ; 
I only pray Thy gentle Hand 

May lead me, lest I stray. 

Teach me to do Thy Will ! 

Bid the wild storm-wind cease, 
And o'er my soul's deep surging sea, 

Breathe Thy sweet words of peace. 

Teach me to do Thy Will ! 

To toil with patient love 
To win earth's weary-hearted ones 

Unto Thy rest above. 

Teach me to do Thy Will ! 

To walk in robes of white 
Bright with the radiance of that Land 

Where dwell Thy saints in light. 

E 2 
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Teach me to do Thy Will ! 

Meekly to wear Thy yoke, 
Gladly to drink Thy bitterest cup, 

To bear Thy keenest stroke. 

Teach me to do Thy Will ! 

O Christ, the Blessed One, 
Help me in Thy deep strength to say, 

My Lord, Thy Will be done. 

If. Bowman. — " Songs amid the Shadows.'* 



The conflict. Lord, is ended, and Thy 
grace 

Hath now the victory won. 
And taught me thankfully to say, 

" Father, Thy Will be done." 

I scarcely understand how the wild storm 

Thus suddenly should cease, 
How the long buffeting should end 

In unexpected peace. 

Once it seemed very hard that Thou 
should'st choose 

What I had loved the most. 
To make me say " Thy Will be done." 

At such a bitter cost. 
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But now I see that it was wisest Love, 

Claiming its rightful throne : 
That in my consecrated heart 

Thou mightest reign alone. 

My soul is crowded all with silent thoughts, 

A hush I cannot tell : 
Like the strange pauses in a dream, 

One motion may dispel. 

What though the future with its unknown 
depths 

Be hidden from my sight, 
I know that its untrodden paths 

Lead onward into light 

Yes, I will trust Thee : Thou did'st once 
on earth 

Carry our griefs alone : 
Thou soughtest comforters to help, 

And friends, but they were gone. 

Thou knowest all my need; upon Thy ^ 
care 

I utterly depend : 
Thy patience, that has borne the past, 

Will keep me to the end. — C M. Noel. 

From " The Name of Jesus and other Poems'' 



V. 



"THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH, AS IT IS IN 

HEAVEN." 

"The Lord said unto him, Well done, 
good and faithful servant; thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things ; enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord." — SL Matt. xxv. 23. 

" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them 
that love Him." — i Cor. ii. 9. 

"Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look 
for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of Him in peace, without spot and 
blameless." — 2 St. Peter iii. 14. 

" And I saw no temple therein : for the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the 
temple of it. And the city had no need of 
the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it : 
for the glory of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations 
of them which are saved shall walk in the 
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light of it, and the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory and honour into it. And 
the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day, 
for there shall be no night there. And they 
shall bring the glory and honour of the na- 
tions into it." — Rev. xxi. 22-26. 

" And he showed me a pure river of water 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
Throne of God and of the Lamb. In the 
midst of the street of it, and on either side of 
the river, was there the tree of life, which 
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her 
fruit every month, and the leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations. And 
there shall be no more curse : but the Throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and 
His servants shall serve Him : and they shall 
see His face, and His name shall be in their 
foreheads. And there shall be no night 
there : and they need no candle, neither light 
of the sun : for the Lord God giveth them 
light: and they shall reign for ever and 
ever." — Rev. xxii. 1-5. 



In the last chapter we thought of how 
God's will should be done in earth. 



56 THE lord's prayer. 

We felt how hard a lesson it was to learn, 
that of constantly submitting our will to 
God's will. The submission to others, the 
painful discipline of daily life, the dark hours 
of sorrow and suffering, when we learnt with 
difficulty to say, "Father, not my will but 
Thine be done." 

But now we will look onwards. We will 
leave for a while the daily cross, the heavy 
burdens, the constant cares and trials of 
this life, and look forward to the rest 
that remaineth for the people of God, in 
the many mansions of our Father^s house. 
" Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
Heaven." 

I think it is often very helpful to lift up 
our eyes from this world, and Took as it were 
into the unseen, and try to fancy the life that 
is going on there. We try to picture to our- 
selves how the holy angels, and all the 
blessed saints, and those we love, who have 
died in faith, are now doing the will of our 
Father in Heaven. And we too, when this 
short life is ended, and our crown is won, we 
too may hope to join with them in doing 
God's will, no longer beset with the trials 
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and dangers of this life, but where His 
servants shall serve Him, where they shall 
see His face, and where the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all faces. 

It is well worth while striving earnestly to 
enter that bright land. If we fight man- 
fully, and bear patiently here below whatever 
God sends, we shall not lose our reward 
hereafter. 

O sweet and blessed country. 
Shall I ever see thy face ? 

sweet and blessed country. 
Shall I ever win thy grace ? 

1 have the hope within me 
To comfort and to bless, 

Shall I ever win the prize itself ? 
O tell me, tell me yes ! 
Exult, O dust and ashes, 
The Lord shall be thy part, 
His only, his for ever, 
Thou shalt be, and thou art. 

Let us therefore look onwards and up- 
wards to the joy set before us. The traveller 
is cheered with the thought of home when 
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he is in a far distant land ; the sailor tossing 
on the stormy ocean thinks of the time when 
he will reach the shore in safety ; the soldier 
in the midst of the battle is strengthened by 
thoughts of victory and peace, and we too 
may look forward to the time when we may 
hope to hear these words of welcome, " Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord." If we have tried to 
do our Lord's will faithfully on earth. He will 
take us in His own good time to do His 
will in Heaven. Very little is told us in the 
Bible about the life of the world to come. 
Of what is going on in that heavenly country 
we know but little. But there is a passage 
in Isaiah which tells us enough for our future 
happiness. " Thine eyes shall see the King 
in His beauty, they shall behold the land 
that is very far off." 

"The King in His beauty." Yes, our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is ready 
to welcome there the souls He died on the 
cross to save. Only think what it will be to 
see Him, who is " fairer than the children of 
men," Who is " chiefest among ten thousand, 
and altogether lovely." To see Him, no 
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longer "despised and rejected of men,** but 
as " the King in His beauty.** 

This will be the great joy of Heaven, to 
be with Him, to be near Him, to dwell with 
Him, in Whose presence is the fulness of joy. 
We know the delight and happiness of being 
with those we love on earth. How we long 
to have them always with us, how we miss 
them when they go away. " The house does 
not seem like the same place without them *' 
we say. When trouble comes we long to 
have them near us, knowing how they would 
share it, and in times of joy we want them 
to rejoice with us. We are always thinking 
of those we love dearly. 

And yet no earthly friend can love us as 
Jesus loves us, "Who for us men, and for 
our salvation came down from Heaven," that 
we through Him might have everlasting life. 

" Thou, blessed Jesus, Thou didst me 

Upon the cross embrace. 

For me didst bear the nails, the spear. 

And manifold disgrace. 

Then why, O blessed Jesu Christ, 

Should I not love Thee well ? 
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Not for the sake of gaining Heaven, 

Nor of escaping hell ; 

Not with the hope of gaining aught, 

Not seeking a reward, 

But as Thyself hast loved me, 

O ever-loving Lord. 

So would I love Thee, dearest Lord, 

And to Thy praise will sing. 

Solely because Thou art my God, 

And my most loving King/' 

We ought to feel that the great joy of 
Heaven will be to see our dearest friend, 
Jesus Christ. To be for ever with the Lord. 
Never more to be separated from Him. 
Never again to grieve Him by our sins, but 
to rejoice in His presence for ever. 

Then too, think of the joy it will be to 
meet those we love, who have entered that 
presence before us; to be admitted to join 
that "blessed company of all faithful people"; 
to come at last to those unspeakable joys 
which God has prepared for those that un- 
feignedly love Him. But let us ask our- 
selves these solemn questions. Are we in- 
deed now living as '* those that love God" ? 
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Are we living as souls redeemed by Christ 
should live? Are we living as those who 
are striving to do the will of God on 
earth? 

If not, we shall not be counted worthy 
to join with those who do His will in 
Heaven. 

" O God, Who hast prepared for them that 
love Thee such good things as pass man s 
understanding, pour into our hearts such love 
towards Thee, that we loving Thee above 
all things may obtain Thy promises, which 
exceed all that we can desire, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen." 



'* Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
Heaven.*' Yes, in Heaven we shall do God's 
will. There will be work for us there. We 
know not of what kind it will be, but we 
know that the Bible says "His servants 
shall serve Him." 

Think of the joy it will be to "serve 
Him," to work there for our dear Lord. No 
longer beset with the trials and sorrows and 



62 THE LORD S PRAYER. 

temptations of this life ; no longer cast down 
with the many failures and disappointments 
which must come in all earthly work. 

There we shall do our work with joy and 
gladness, in perfectness and peace. 

"I do not want to die yet," remarked a 
young man on his deathbed, " I am too 
young to knock off work, I wanted to do 
so much more for God before the end 
came." 

" Never mind," replied a friend, " God will 
give you work to do for Him where you are 
going. Your true life is only beginning, not 
ending." 
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Is it where the flower of the orange blows, 
And the fire-flies dance through the myrtle 
boughs ? 
" Not there, not there, my child !" 

Is it where the feathery palm-trees rise, 
And the date grows ripe under sunny skies. 

Or 'midst the green islands of glittering seas, 
Where fragrant forests perfume the breeze, 

And strange bright birds on their starry wings. 
Bear the rich hues of all glorious things ? 
" Not there, not there, my child ! " 

Is it far away, in some region old, 

Where the rivers wander o'er sands of gold. 
Where the burning rays of the ruby shine. 

And the diamond lights up the secret mine. 
And the pearl gleams forth from the coral 
strand — 
Is it there, sweet mother, that better land ? 
" Not there, not there, my child ! ^ 

Eye hath not seen it, my gentle boy ! 

Ear hath not heard its deep songs of joy, 
Dreams cannot picture a world so fair, • 

Sorrow and death may not enter there : 



64 THE lord's prayer. 

Time doth not breathe on its faultless bloom, 
For beyond the clouds, and beyond the 
tomb, 
" It is there, it is there, my child ! " 

Mrs. Hemans. 



O, how blest are ye whose toils are ended ! 
Who, through death, have unto God ascended! 

Ye have arisen 
From the cares which keep us still in prison. 

We are still as in a dungeon living, 

Still oppressed with sorrow and misgiving : 

Our undertakings 
Are but toils, and troubles, and heart-break- 
ings. 

Ye, meanwhile, are in your chambers sleeping, 
Quiet, and set free from all our weeping : 

No cross nor trial 
Hinders your enjoyments with denial. 

Christ has wiped away your tears for ever : 
Ye have that for which we still endeavour. 

To you are chanted 
Songs which yet no mortal ear have haunted. 
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Ah! who would not, dien, depart widi gladness, 
To inherit heaven for earthly sadness ? 

Who here would languish 
Longer in bewailing and in anguish ? 

Come, O Christ, and loose the chains that 

bind us ! 
Lead us forth, and cast this world behind us ! 

With Thee, the Anointed, 
Finds the soul its joy and rest appointed. 

Longfellow. 



O think of that assembly ! 

Their beauty and their peace ; 
Souls perfect, yet receiving 

Love's infinite increase. 
In full illumination. 

Knowing as they are known, 
^ The transitory ended. 

And the imperfect flown. 

Henceforward, and for ever, 
They live, live unto God ; 

He is their source, their object. 
Their light, and their abode. 

F 
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As sea-flowers in the ocean, 
As white clouds in the air. 

He forms them and expands them. 
Is round them everywhere. 

His joy is through them spreading 

His Will, their will sustains 
Joint heirs, in rich possession. 

Of Christ s eternal gains. 
With vision all unclouded, 

They see Him face to face, 
Share in His intercessions 

And ministries of grace. 

They rest from all their labours. 

Yet serve Him day and night ; 
Their earthly forms are sleeping, 

But they, in deep delight, 
Wait for the Resurrection, 

Of Life the perfect Crown, 
The time of Restitution, 

Christ's triumph, and their own. 

" From henceforth," saith the Spirit, 
Write " Blessed are the dead ;" 

Believe that in Christ's kingdom 
All change must higher lead ; 
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And when, in bitter anguish, 
You close some tender eyes, 

Doubt not they are beholding 

The King of Paradise. — C. M. Noel. 

From ** The Name of Jesus and other Poems!' 
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VI. 



"GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD." 



" See, I have set before thee this day, life 
and good, and death and evil." — DeuL xxx. 15. 

" The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in 
safety by him, and the Lord shall cover him 
all the day long." — DeuU xxxiii. 12. 

" As thy days, so shall thy strength be." — 
Deut. xxxiii. 25. 

" On Thee do I wait all the day." — Psalm 
XXV. 5. 

" My tongue shall speak of Thy righteous- 
ness and Thy praise, all the day long." — 
Psalm XXXV. 28. 

"Hide not Thy face from me In the day of 
my trouble." — Psalm cii. 2. 

"In the day when I cried Thou answeredst 
me, and strengthenedst me with strength in 
my soul." — Psalm cxxxviii. 3. 

" Thou knowest not what a day may bring 
forth." — Proverbs xxvii. i. 

"Thou drawest near in the day that I 
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called upon Thee, Thou saidst. Fear not." — 
Lam. iii. 57. 

"The Lord is good, a stronghold in the 
day of trouble, and He knoweth them that 
trust in Him." — Nahum i. 7. 

" The days of thy mourning shall be 
ended." — Is. Ix. 20. 

"Go work to-day in my vineyard*' — St. 
Matt xxi. 28. 

"That He would grant unto us, that we 
being delivered out of the hands of our 
enemies might serve Him without fear, in 
holiness and righteousness before Him, all 
the days of our life." — St. Luke i. 74, 75. 

" Give us day by day our daily bread." — 
St. Luke xi. 3. 

" Though our outward man perish, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day/' — 2 Car. 
iv. 16. 

" Behold, now is the day of salvation/' — 
2 Cor. vi. 2. 

" Take short views of life, and be cheer-. 
fuV' was the advice once given by a wise 
man, to one who asked for counsel. These 
words have a deep meaning, and th« more. 
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we Study them, the more useful we shall find 
them. 

People often make themselves miserable 
by looking into the future, and wondering 
what it will bring. Their present surround- 
ings are sad enough, and they think that the 
future will only bring them greater cares and 
sorrows. But we should not do this. God 
has not taught us to pray for the future, as 
far as this life is concerned, or to be anxious 
about to-morrow. He would have us " take 
short views of life," asking day by day for our 
daily bread, that is for all we need, whether 
for our souls or bodies. 

He loves us. He cares for us, He has 
promised to supply all our needs, and when 
we find He watches over us to-day, can we 
not trust Him also to watch over and pro- 
vide for us to-morrow ? 

I once knew a person in great trouble, 
who told me her greatest help during the 
dark hours of trial, had been to find out, and 
repeat to herself all the texts and verses 
which teach us to live from day to day trust- 
ing in God's strength, and not looking into 
the future. 
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" Day by day, we magnify Thee." 
" Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day 
without sin." 

" Give us this day our daily bread." 

" As thy days, so shall thy strength be." 

'* One by one thy duties wait thee 
Let thy whole strength go to each. 
Let no future dreams elate thee, 
Learn thou first what these can teach. 

One by one thy griefs shall meet thee. 
Do not fear an armed band : 
One will fade as others greet thee ; 
Shadows passing through the land. 

Do not look at life's long sorrow ; 
See how short each moment s pain, 
God will help thee for to-morrow, 
So each day begin again.'* — A. Proctor. 

We cannot tell what a day may bring forth. 

• 

We may fear and dread what is coming, but sud- 
denly something may happen which will turn 
our heaviness into joy. What we have feared 
so much may perhaps never come to pass, or 
if it does, God will come with it, and strengthen 
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US to bear it " I will fear no evil, for Thou 
art with me." If we take God for our friend, 
if we make Him our companion, then what- 
ever comes will not hurt us. Be it joy or 
sorrow, sickness or health, poverty or riches, 
He sends it, and He will make all things 
work together for our good. 

We shall then be able to say, in the beauti- 
ful words of a living Poet, 

" Be it good or ill. 
Be it what you will. 
It needs must help me on my road, 
My narrow way to Heaven, please God." 

C. Rossetti. 

Trust in God day by day. Pray to God 
day by day. Tell Him all your needs, your 
cares, your sorrows, day by day, and He will 
bear the burden for you. Above all, thank 
Him day by day. 

Very few people are as thankful as they 
ought to be. They are resigned, and patient, 
and brave, and sometimes hopeful, but they 
are not thankful. 

We must try to get into the habit of look- 
ing out for all the bright, kindly, pleasant 
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things that our loving Father sends us day 
by day, to help us on our way. 

It may be a beautiful day of glorious sun- 
shine. It may be a kind letter, or a pleasant 
visit from a friend It may be a bright smile, 
or a kindly deed, or a gentle word. 

You may say these are small things, but 
they are not They are part of the " daily 
bread" given by God to cheer and encourage 
His children, when the way seems long, and 
our hearts feel faint and weary. It is wonder- 
ful how many things, small and great, God 
sends to help us, and to cheer us day by day, 
if only we will look out for them, and accept 
them gratefully from His hand. 

We must go on bravely, and trustfully, and 
cheerfully, day by day, remembering the noble 
words written by one who has taught us this 
lesson. 

*' We must love the Lord our God with all 
our heart, and soul, and strength, and our 
neighbours as ourselves. 

" We must lead good, beautiful lives, fight- 
ing manfully against all the giants of evil 
and poverty, and crime that we may meet. 
We must keep hearts full of pure, tender 
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thoughts, and speak brave, honest, truthful 
words. We must believe with all our hearts 
whatever grief or trouble may come to us, 
that life is a good things a great gift from 
God\ that the earth is beautiful, and full 
of gladness as well as of sorrow; that though 
sin has dimmed its beauty, and marred its 
peace, yet it is our dear home, a noble battle 
ground where we may fight a good fight, and 
where through Christ Who has loved us, we 
may be more than conquerors. We must 
remember how for many past ages, valiant 
warriors, diligent workers, and all the dear 
Saints, and the noble army of Martyrs, have 
fought that fight before us. 

"And then, when our battles are over, there 
will be rest for all, and we may all enter into 
the glorified new life that Christ has won for 
us, to go out no more for ever." 



Lord, for to-morrow and its needs 

I do not pray : 
Keep me, my God, from stain of sin 

Just for To-Day. 
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Let me both diligently work 

And duly pray : 
Let me be kind in word and deed. 

Just for To-Day. 

Let me be slow to do my will, 

Prompt to obey : 
Help me to mortify my flesh, 

Just for To-Day. 

Let me no wrong or idle word 

Unthinking say : 
Set Thou a seal upon my lips, 

Just for To-Day. 

And if to-day my tide of life 

Should ebb away, 
Give me Thy Sacrament Divine, 

Dear Lord, To-Day. 

Receive and cleanse my parting soul : 

Be Thou my stay : 
O bid me, if to-day I die, 

Go Home To-Day. 

So for to-morrow and its needs 

I do not pray: 
But keep me, guide me, love me, Lord, 

Just for To-Day. — Anon. 
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VII. 



''FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES." 



" I SAID, Lord, be merciful unto me, heal 
my soul, for I have sinned against Thee." — 
Psalm xli. 4. 

" I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins, re- 
turn unto Me, for I have redeemed thee." — 
Isaiah xli v. 22. 

" The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
not despise." — Psalm li. 17-27. 

"When the wicked man turneth away 
from his wickedness that he hath committed, 
and doeth that which is lawful and right, he 
shall save his soul alive." — Ezekiel xviii. 2 7. 

"Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He 
shall save His people from their sins." — 
St Matt. i. 21. 

"God so loved the world that He gave 
His only b^otten Son, that whosoever be- 
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lieveth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life,*' — S/. John iii. 1 6. 

" Be it known unto you therefore, men and 
brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins." — Acts 
xiii. 38. 

" If we walk in the light as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we 
have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
— I St. John i. 7-9. 

" There is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner that repenteth. And 
He said, A certain man had two sons : and 
the younger of them said to his father, 
Father, give me the* portion of goods that 
falleth to me. And he divided unto them 
his living. And not many days after the 
younger son gathered all together, and took 
his journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance with riotous living. 
And when he had spent all, there arose a 
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mighty famine in that land ; and he began to 
be in want. And he went and joined him- 
self to a citizen of that country : and he sent 
him into his fields to feed swine. And he 
would fain have filled his belly with the 
husks that the swine did eat : and no man 
gave unto him. And when he came to him- 
self he said, How many hired servants of my 
father's have bread enough and to spare, and 
I perish with hunger ! I will arise and go to 
my father, and will say unto him, Father, I 
have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son : 
make me as one of thy hired servants. And 
he arose, and came to his father. But when 
he was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on 
his neck and kissed him. And the son said 
unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son. But the father 
said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe 
and put it on him : and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet, and bring hither 
the fatted calf, and kill it ; and let us eat and 
be merry : For this my son was dead, and is 
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alive again; he Ivas lost, and is found." — 
Jf. LukenY, 10-24. 



We now come to a very solemn subject, the 
forgiveness of sins. "Who can forgive sins 
but God alone ?" and who also can know of 
our sins but God alone ? We are now brought 
face to face with God. We stand alone be- 
fore Him, as sinful men and women in the 
presence of their Judge. At this very 
moment God is looking down into our hearts. 
He sees the sins of childhood, of youth, of 
manhood, or womanhood, and of old age. 
He knows the past sins, the present sins, yes, 
and the future sins which we shall commit 
before our life is over. Instead of seeing our 
souls fair and white, as they were after Holy 
Baptism, He sees them soiled and stained 
with sins of thought, word, and deed. 

Well may we kneel down in holy peni- 
tence before Him, and cry, " Forgive us our 
trespasses ; " " Wash me throughly from 
my wickedness, and cleanse me from my 



sm. 



We must never dare to think lightly of 
sin. Never speak of " little sins," as if they 
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did not matter. They may be the beginning 
of great and terrible sins. 

Think how one little thought of anger, or 
hatred, cherished in the heart, has grown 
greater and greater, until that man, or that 
woman, became a murderer. Think of how one 
bad, impure thought, unresisted, may have 
dwelt in aheart,becomingstrongerand stronger 
until that soul fell lower and lower in sin, unable 
to resist temptation, and at last became a 
miserable outcast, shut out from the company 
of all pure minded men and women. Think 
of how strong drink once indulged in, may 
drag down a soul until it brings utter ruin 
and misery upon itself and others. 

You see from this how awful sin is, if not 
watched against, if not repented of, if not 
forgiven. 

Sometimes the thought of all our past 
sins comes over us and weighs us down, and 
seems heavier than we can bear. Sometimes 
the thought of all our daily sins, our angry 
words, our unkind thoughts, our wrong 
actions, comes before us and fills us with 
sorrow. We want to live like God's own 
children, but we feel how sinful and imperfect 
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we are, and how utterly unworthy of all His 
love and kindness. But it is then that we are 
nearest to God^ Not when we say, " I am 
converted," " I am saved," " I am all right," 
are we near to Him, but when we kneel down 
in humblest penitence and cry, "God, be 
merciful to me a sinner ; " " Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and before Thee, and 
am no more worthy to be called Thy son ; " 
" Forgive us our trespasses." It is then 
indeed that we know and feel the comfort 
of our dear Father's forgiveness. It is then 
that we realize the joy and peace of being 
received into His favour again. " If we con- 
fess our sins, He is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
iniquity." " Their sins, and their iniquities 
will I remember no more." Think of these 
blessed promises. 

There is a story told of a king who was 
once making a royal progress through his 
country. He came to a large prison in which 
were a number of prisoners undergoing heavy 
sentences for great crimes. The king went 
through the prison, and going from one cell 
to another, asked each inmate what he had 

G 
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done to deserve such a heavy punishment. 
" Nothing/' was the reply, " I am innocent." 
Every prisoner gave him the same answer. 
At last he came to one who looked sad and 
downcast. On hearing the king's question 
he replied by stating the crime of which he 
had been accused. " And it s right enough," 
he added, ** I deserve all I have got to suffer, 
for I know I did very wrong, and I am very 
sorry for it." " Then," replied the king, " I 
grant you at once a free pardon. You are 
the only man in the whole prison who acknow- 
ledges he has done wrong." And so we too 
must ask our Father s pardon, if we would 
have His forgiveness. 

" Above all things we must give most 
humble and hearty thanks to God, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for the redemp- 
tion of the world by the death and passion of 
our Saviour Christ, both God and Man, Who 
did humble Himself, even to the death upon 
the Cross for us miserable sinners, Who lay 
in darkness in the shadow of death ; that He 
might make us the children of God, and 
exalt us to everlasting life." "Always re- 
member the exceeding great love of our 
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Master and only Saviour Jesus Christ thus 
dying for us/' 

No human words can tell you what that 
love is. 

Jesu, the hope of souls forlorn 
How good to them for sin that mourn, 
To them that seek Thee, O how kind, 
But what art Thou to them that find ? 
No tongue of mortal can express. 
No pen can write the blessedness. 
He only who hath proved it knows 
What bliss from love of Jesus flows. 

Let us come then to Him with the burden 
of our sins. Let us lay down all at His feet. 
He will pardon us, He will comfort us, He 
will save us. 

Weeping at Thy feet I fall. 
Wearied, burdened, lonely, sad. 
Thou dost bid me come, my Lord, 
Thou alone canst make me glad : 
Jesu, grant my soul release. 
Bid, O bid me go in peace. 

Boldly at Thy Throne of Grace, 
Lord, I now forgiveness seek, 

G 2, 
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In Thy tender pitying love 
To my soul Thy pardon speak ; 
Jesu, make my anguish cease. 
Bid, O bid me go in peace. 

Prince of Peace ! Who in Thy death 
Didst for me the ransom pay, 
Cleanse me in Thy precious blood. 
Give to me Thy peace to-day : 
Now, Lord, grant my soul release, 
Now, Lord, bid me go in peace. — Anon. 



Grant, we beseech Thee, merciful Lord, 
to Thy faithful people pardon and peace, 
that we may be cleansed from all our sins, 
and serve Thee with a quiet mind, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



My sins, my sins, my Saviour ! 

They take such hold on me, 
I am not able to look up, 

Save only, Christ, to Thee ; 
In Thee is all forgiveness, 

In Thee abundant grace, 
My shadow and my sunshine 

The brightness of Thy face. 
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My sins, my sins, my Saviour ! 

How sad on Thee they fall ! 
Seen through Thy gentle patience 

I tenfold feel them all ; 
I know they are forgiven, • 

But still, their pain to me 
Is all the grief and anguish 

They laid, my Lord, on Thee, 

My sins, my sins, my Saviour 1 

Their guilt I never knew 
Till with Thee in the desert 

I near Thy passion drew ! 
Till with Thee in the garden 

I heard Thy pleading prayer, 
And saw the sweat-drops bloody 

That told Thy sorrow there. 

Therefore my songs, my Saviour ! 

E'en in this time of woe. 
Shall tell of all Thy goodness 

To suffering men below ; 
Thy goodness and Thy favour 

Whose presence from above, 
Rejoice those hearts, my Saviour, 

That live in Thee and love. 

Rev. John Monsell. 



VIII. 



'' FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE 



THEM THAT TRESPASS AGAINST US.' 

" Then came Peter to Him, and said, Lord, 
how oft shall my brother sin against me, and 
I forgive him ? till seven times ? Jesus saith 
unto him, I say not unto thee, until seven 
times ; but, until seventy times seven. There- 
fore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a 
certain king, which would take account of his 
servants. And when he had begun to reckon, 
one was brought unto him, which owed him 
ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as he 
had not to pay, his lord commanded him to 
be sold, and his wife, and children, and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. The 
servant therefore fell down, and worshipped 
him, saying. Lord, have patience with me, 
and I will pay thee all. Then the lord of 
that servant was moved with compassion, 
and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 
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But the same servant went out, and found 
one of his fellow servants, which owed him 
an hundred pence : and he laid hands on him, 
and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me 
that thou owest. And his fellow servant fell 
down at his feet, and besought him, saying, 
Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 
And he would not : but went and cast him into 
prison, till he should pay the debt. So when 
his fellow servants saw what was done, they 
were very sorry, and came and told unto their 
lord all that was done. Then his lord, after 
that he had called him, said unto him, O thou 
wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, 
because thou desiredst me : Shouldest not 
thou also have had compassion on thy fellow 
servant, even as I had pity on thee ? And 
his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
tormentors, till he should pay all that was 
due unto him. So likewise shall my heavenly 
Father do also unto you, if ye from your 
hearts forgive not every one his brother their 
trespasses.*' — Si. Matt, xviii. 21-35. 



" If ye forgive men their trespasses, your 
Heavenly Father will also forgive you. But 
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if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses." — 
Si. Matt. vi. 14, 15. 

" As ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye also to them likewise. For if ye love 
them which love you what thank have ye ? 
for sinners also do even the same. But love 
ye your enemies, and do good and lend, hop- 
ing for nothing again : and your reward shall 
be great, and ye shall be the children of the 
Highest, for He is kind to the unthankful and 
to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your 
Father also is merciful. Judge not, and ye 
shall not be judged. Condemn not, and ye 
shall not be condemned. Forgive, and ye 
shall be forgiven." — St. Luke vi. 31-37. 

" Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice : and be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath 
forgiven you." — Eph. iv. 31, 32. 

" Forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any, even as Christ forgave you, so also do 
ye." — Col. iii. 13. 



" FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES," ETC. 89 

" He shall have judgment without mercy, 
that hath showed no mercy/' — Si. y antes 

ii. 13- 

** Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 

example that ye should follow His steps. Who 
did no sin, neither was guile found in His 
mouth. Who when He was reviled, reviled 
not again ; when He suffered, He threatened 
not, but committed Himself to Him that 
judgeth righteously." — i St. Peter ii. 21-23. 



In the last Chapter we thought of God's 
love, and of H is forgiveness of our sins. 

Now we turn to another subject, which is 
our forgiveness of others who thave injured 
us, or who have been unkind to us in any 
way. 

Remember these solemn words — " If ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father in Heaven forgive your 
trespasses." 

Forgiveness is one of the hardest virtues 
to practise, I mean real forgiveness, not in 
words only, but from the heart. 

One of the greatest trials in a small country 
village is the way in which our neighbours 
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speak against us, say unkind things of us, and 
spread false reports about us. Everything is 
known, everyone is watched; there are con- 
stant envyings and jealousies one of another, 
and those who would do right are constantly 
being spoken against. 

** It is far easier to do what is right in the 
town than in the country," a young man 
once said to me, " people are so busy about 
their own affairs that they have not so much 
time to talk about those of others. They let 
me go my own way, and don't interfere and 
laugh at me as they do in the country." 

But town life too has its temptations. 
Wherever people live closely together, there 
will be evil speaking, slandering, and many 
unkind words and actions will have to be 
bravely and patiently borne by those who 
would be true followers of Christ. 

" Let all bitterness and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice; and be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath 
forgiven you'* 

Truly these words should ever be kept in 
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mind in all our intercourse with our friends 
or neighbours. What a different place our 
homes would be if we remembered them 
oftener. How changed the village, or the 
street we live in would become if we could all 
try to follow them more closely. 

Let us especially notice the last words of 
this beautiful text, " Forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven 
you.'" There lies the true secret of forgive- 
ness. 

We often feel that another has treated us 
unkindly, or has spoken ill or falsely of us, 
and we are vexed and wounded. Angry 
thoughts rise in our. hearts, we feel as if it 
would be impossible ever to forgive one who 
had so deeply injured us. When we are 
tempted to such thoughts let us kneel down 
at once before God, or else lift up our hearts 
to Him, if others are near. 

Let us think not of our neighbour s sins 
against us, but of our far greater sins against 
God. Let us think of His great love in 
pardoning us again and again when we have 
sinned against Him. " If Thou, Lord, wilt be 
extreme to mark what is done amiss, O Lord, 
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who may abide it. But there is mercy with 
Thee." *' Be ye therefore merciful, as your 
Father also is merciful.'' 

Think of our Lord's beautiful words in that 
touching parable of forgiveness — " Shouldest 
not thou also have had compassion on thy 
fellow servant, even as I had pity on thee ? " 
" Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
them that trespass against us." 

Which of us, thinking of these words, can 
dare to cherish unforgiving thoughts against 
any who may have injured us ? 

Our great poet Shakespeare reminds us of 
this in the following noble words : — 

" Why, all the souls that are, were forfeit 

once; 
And He that might the vantage best have 

took 

Found out the remedy. How would ye be. 

If He, which is the top of Judgment, should 

But judge you as you are ? O think on that ; 

And mercy then will breathe within your lips, 

Like man new-made." 

People are very fond of saying they may 
forgive, but they cannot forget. But this is 
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only half-forgiveness, and will not be accepted 
by God Who sees our hearts. 

Let us see how God forgets as well as for- 
gives our sins, and let us try to be more like 
Him. 

" Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy 
back." ** I, even I, am He, that blotteth out 
thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and 
will not remember thy sins." *' I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more." 

Now if God is so loving, and so willing to 
forget our sins, and to remember them no 
more, surely we ought to do the same towards 
others. 

If you wish and try to forget, as well as to 
forgive, then God will help you. When 
thoughts of the unkindness of others come 
into your mind, and you feel disposed to 
cherish them, pray at once for God's Holy 
Spirit of Love to help you to put away such 
thoughts at once. Do not let your mind 
dwell on them, do not harbour them. Pray 
for all who have injured you. Remember 
the words of our dear Lord, Who forgave 
His enemies, even when they condemned 
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Him to a cruel death upon the cross. " Love 
ye your enemies and your reward shall be 
great, and ye shall be the children of the 
Highest, for He is kind to the unthankful 
and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as 
your Father also is merciful." 

It is a solemn thought to remember that 
life is very short. Forgive before it is over. 
You cannot tell how many or how few days 
you, or those who have injured you may have 
to live ; and think how awful it would be if 
death was to come upon you suddenly, before 
you had forgiven one another. How should 
you dare to meet your Judge.'^ how could you 
plead for His forgiveness, if you had not for- 
given a fellow sinner while you lived on earth ? 

Not long ago there lived in a village in 
England two brothers, middle-aged men. For 
some slight cause they quarrelled, and each 
declared that he would not forgive the other. 
And they kept their word. Day by day went 
on, week by week, year by year, but they 
never spoke to each other : all efforts of their 
friends to reconcile them failed. They lived 
near together, they passed each other con- 
stantly in the village street, saddest of all 
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they knelt in the same church Sunday by 
Sunday — but they never forgave each other. 
At last one of the brothers died. Yes, with- 
out one word of reconciliation or sign of 
sorrow for his unforgiving disposition, and 
went to meet his Judge. 

The other is still living, but it is now too 
late to ask forgiveness of his brother who has 
gone '* into a far country," where no appeal 
can reach him. Remember this when you 
are tempted to cherish unkind feelings against 
anyone, and forgive ere it is too late. 



Gently think and gently speak : 

Art thou strong ? respect the weak : 

Art thou weak ? from what thou art, 
Gently judge another's heart. 

Gentle thoughts and gentle words, 
Ever were thy Saviour Lord's : 

Shall the fellow man reprove, 
When the holy God is — Love ? 

He who knew the thoughts of men, 
He was gentle : let us then 

Gentle be, in thought and tone. 
We, who scarce can read our own. 
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Spirits harsh, and words unkind, 
Like to rough, ungentle wind, 

Often scatter " precious seed," 
Often break the " bruised reed." 

Let them both together grow, 
God Himself alone can know, 

Who hath faith, and who hath fault, 
Who are His, and who are not. 

Patiently that day abide. 

When " the angels " shall divide ; 
When " the harvest " shall declare. 

Which the wheat, and which the tare. 

O how sad it then will be, 

One afflicted soul to see — 
Hurt thro' thy mistaken zeal. 

Hurt beyond thy power to heal. 

Rain, and dews, and sunshine fall. 
With unbounded love on all : 

Shall thy narrow heart refuse 

Its poor sun, and rain, and dews ? 

Then be gentle, O my soul, 

Thoughts and words alike control : 

If thou must in aught decide. 
Err upon the gentle side. 

Kev, John MonselL 



IX. 

"LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION." 

" Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the Devil." 
— Si. Matt. iv. i. 

"Wherefore in all things it behoved Him 
to be made like unto His brethren, that 
He might be a merciful and faithful high 
priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people. 
For in that He Himself hath suffered being 
tempted. He is able to succour them that are 
tempted." — Heb. ii. 17, 18. 

" For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be tempted with the feeling of our 
infirmities, but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need." — Heb. iv. 15, 16. 

The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
godly out of temptations." — 2 St. Peter ii. 9. 

" Because thou hast kept the word of My 

H 
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patience, I also will keep thee from the hour 
of temptation which shall come upon all the 
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 
Behold, I come quickly, hold that fast which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 
Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in 
the temple of My God, and he shall go no 
more out, and I will write upon him the 
name of My God, and the name of the City 
of My God, which is new Jerusalem, which 
Cometh down out of Heaven from My God : 
and I will write upon him My new name."— 
Rev. iii. 10-12. 

" Lead us not into temptation." Every 
day we pray these words, but do we try to 
act upon them ? These words mean " suffer 
us not to be led into temptation." We know 
our Father to whom we pray would not lead 
us into it, but we ask that He may defend us 
from it. 

" Let no man say when he is tempted, 
I am tempted of God : for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any 
man, but every man is tempted when he is 
drawn away of his own lust and enticed.'' 
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People often pray against temptation, and 
then go into the very company where they 
will certainly be tempted. How can they 
wonder then if they fall ? 

We must not only pray, but watch too. 

" Let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall." We must be very watch- 
ful, very humble, never trusting in our own 
strength, but asking for God's grace to keep 
us from falling. That alone can keep us in the 
right way. Remember the beautiful words 
of the Collect which so well express this. 

" O God, who knowest us to be set in the 
midst of so many and great dangers, that by 
reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot 
always stand upright, Grant to us such 
strength and protection as may support us 
in all dangers, to carry us through all temp- 
tations, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen." 

Temptation comes to all God s children in 
one form or another. We cannot escape 
from it, but if we put our trust in God, 
and not in ourselves, we need not fear it; 
He will give us the needful grace to resist 
it. There is a story told of a famous knight 

H 2 
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and warrior of former times who tried to fear* 
God, and to serve Him, thinking always of 
His Presence. Every morning when he had 
put on his armour before a battle, he used to 
kneel down and pray : *' My God, if at any 
time I forget Thee, do Thou remember me." 

And so when we go forth day by day to 
the battle of life, with its warfare against sin, 
its dangers and temptations, let us try to pray 
these words, and ask our loving Father to 
watch over us, and to take care of us, and to 
remember us, even if at times we forget Him. 

If we do this we may feel sure that He 
will help us, ** The Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptation." 

" What is Life, Father ? " 

A battle, my child, 
Where the strongest lance may fail. 
Where the wariest eyes may be beguiled 
And the stoutest heart may quail. 
Where foes are gathered on every hand, 
And rest not day or night. 
And the feeble little ones must stand 
In the thickest of the fight. 
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" Let me die, Father ! I tremble and fear 

To yield in that terrible strife." 
" The crown must be won for Heaven, dear, 

In the battle field of life : [tried 

My child, though thy foes are strong and 

He loveth the weak and small. 
The angels of Heaven are on thy side 

And God is over all/' — A . Proctor. 



We are not alone in this terrible struggle 
against temptation. Our Master went through 
it before us. He knows every step of the 
way we have to tread. He was in all points 
tempted like as we are. He knows the fierce 
battle with the evil One. He knows that 
the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak, and 
that often we are tempted to lay down our 
arms, and to strive no more. But He who 
has fought the good fight before us, and Who 
came forth a conqueror, can help us, when 
we cry to Him in our sore need. 

By Thy temptation. 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

When we are tempted, when heart and 
fleshy are failing in the strife, and we fear we 
shall fall, let us think of Him. Let us pray to 
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Him, and fresh strength and courage will 
come, a courage and a strength, not our own, 
from Him Who has said, " My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee," and at last we too shall con- 
quer in His might. Think of how the Holy 
Angels are watching us, and helping us ; think 
of how Christ at the Father's right Hand is 
interceding for us as He did for S. Peter, " I 
have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not/' 
Our great Captain is watching how we are 
bearing ourselves in the conflict. Shall we 
fail, shall we grieve and dishonour Him, by 
yielding to the enemy ? 

No, we will fight on against our tempta- 
tions, through many falls it may be, but yet in 
Christ's strength gaining the victory at last. 
Remember it is not to those who pass 
through life easily, and smoothly, and with- 
out many trials or temptations, that the 
Crown is promised. It is to those who 
have fought the good fight of faith bravely, 
and who have overcome. 

" Blessed is the man that endureth temp- 
tation, for when he is tried he shall receive 
the crown of life which the Lord hath pro-' 
mised to them that love Him." 
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Think of all the blessed promises, seven 
times repeated, to those who " overcome." 
" He that overcometh shall inherit all things, 
and I will be his God, and he shall be My 



son." 



Soldiers who are Christ's below 
Strong in faith resist the foe, 
Boundless is the pledged reward 
Unto those who serve the Lord. 

'Tis no crown of fading leaves 
That the conqueror's hand receives, 
Joys are his, serene and pure, 
Light that ever shall endure. 

For the souls that overcome 
Waits the beauteous Heavenly Home ; 
Where the blessed evermore 
Tread on high the starry Floor. 



" Tempted and tried ! " 

Oh ! the terrible tide 
May be raging and deep, may be wrathful 
and wide ! 

Yet its fury is vain. 

For the Lord shall restrain. 
And for ever and ever Jehovah shall reign. 



I04 THE LORDS PRAYER. 

" Tempted and tried ! " 

There is One at thy side, 
And never in vain shall His children confide ! 

He shall save and defend, 

For He loves to the end, 
Adorable Master and glorious Friend ! 

" Tempted and tried ! " 

Whatever may betide. 
In His secret pavilion His children shall hide ! 

'Neath the shadowing wing 

Of Eternity's King 
His children shall trust and His servants 
shall sing. 

" Tempted and tried ! " 
Yet the Lord shall abide 
Thy faithful Redeemer, thy Keeper and 
Guide, 
Thy Shield and thy Sword 
Thine exceeding Reward ! 
Then enough for the servant to be as His 
Lord! 

" Tempted and tried ! '' 
The Saviour who died 
Hath called thee to suffer and reign by His 
Side. 
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His cross thou shalt bear 
And His crown thou shalt wear 
And for ever and ever His glory shall share. 

F, R. HavergaL 



Jesus, still lead on, 

Till our rest be won ! 
And although the way be cheerless. 
We will follow, calm and fearless ; 

Guide us with Thy hand 

To our Fatherland. 

If the way be drear, 

If the foe be near, 
Let not faithless fears overtake us. 
Let not faith and hope forsake us, 

For, through many a foe 

To our home we go ! 

When we seek relief 
From a long-felt grief, — 
When oppressed by new temptations, 
Lord, increase and perfect patience ; 
Show us that bright shore 
Where we weep no more. 
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Jesus, still lead on, 

Till our rest be won ! 
Heavenly Leader, still direct us. 
Still support, console, protect us. 

Till we safely stand 

In our Fatherland ! 

Hymns from the Land of Luther. 



X. 



"DELIVER US FROM EVIL." 

" The eternal God is thy refuge, and under- 
neath are the everlasting arms ; and He shall 
thrust out the enemy before thee." — DeuL 
xxxiii. 27. 

*' Have not I commanded thee ? Be strong 
and of a good courage, be not afraid, neither 
be thou dismayed, for the Lord thy God is 
with thee withersoever thou goest." — Joshua 
i. 9. 

" Because thou hast made the Lord which 
is my refuge, even the most High thy habita- 
tion; there shall no evil happen unto thee, 
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwell- 
ing. For He shall give His angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They 
shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou 
dash thy foot against a stone. Thou shalt 
tread upon the lion and adder ; the young 
lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under 
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feet. Because he hath set his love upon Me, 
therefore will I deliver him, I will set him 
on high because he hath known My name. 
He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him, 
I will be with him in trouble ; I will deliver 
him, and honour him. With long life will I 
satisfy him and shew him My salvation." — 
Psalm xci. 9-16. 

" Fear thou not, for I am with thee, be not 
dismayed, for I am thy God, I will strengthen 
thee, yea I will help thee, yea I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of My righteousness." 
— Isaiah xli. 10. 

"Hast thou not known ? hast thou not 
heard that the everlasting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary ? there is no searching of His 
understandings. He giveth power to the 
faint; and to them that have no might He 
increaseth strength. Even the youths shall 
faint and be weary, and the young men shall 
utterly fail. But they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength ; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run 
and not be weary, and they shall walk and 
not faint." — Isaiah xl. 28-31. 
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" Be sober, be vigilant, because your adver- 
sary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour. Whom 
resist, steadfast in the faith." — i Si. Peter v. 

8,9. 

" Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you." — St. James iv. 7. 



" Fear not, for I am with thee." 

" I will fear no evil, for Thou art with 
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me. 



In these two beautiful verses lie the 
key-note to the last petition of the Lord's 
Prayer. 

When we feel cast down at the thought of 
the evil within us, and around us, when we 
know that the Devil, and all the powers of 
evil are against us, when we feel powerless to 
"overcome our enemies, let us pray in the 
beautiful words of the Liturgy, 

" From all evil and mischief, from sin, from 
the crafts and assaults of the Devil, 

Good Lord, deliver us." 

And then in the midst of all our dangers, 
necessities, and temptations, in the midst of 
the fierce storm of evil passions which rage 
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around us, we shall hear that voice which 
stilleth the tempest, saying in calm clear 
accents, " Fear not, for I am with thee." 

With Christ for our guardian and our guide, 
with Him beside us to interpose His Presence 
between us and all the fiery darts of the Evil 
One, surely we need not fear. Safely under 
the covering of His wings we may rest, feel- 
ing that He that is for us, is stronger than all 
that are against us. "He hath said, I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee," so that 
we may boldly say, " the Lord is my helper." 
" I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me." 

We must never think or speak lightly of 
evil or the Evil One ; but ever be watchful 
and prayerful, keeping guard against his 
attacks ; remembering that we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against princi- 
palities, against powers, against the ruler of 
the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. 

There 's a wicked spirit 
Watching round you still, 
And he tries to tempt you 
To all harm and ill. 
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But you must not hear him, 
Tho' 'tis hard for you 
To resist the evil 
And the good to do. 
For you promised truly 
In your infant days, 
To renounce him wholly 
And forsake his ways. 

Let us never make light of our great 
Enemy. 

We are in constant danger of the " crafts 
and assaults of the Devil," and who are we 
that we can withstand them ? 

In our own strength we should fail. We 
should " be led captive at his will." We must 
acknowledge our weakness, we must be ever 
aware of our danger, and while we strive 
earnestly to resist him, let us depend upon 
God's strength alone for power to conquer. 

I knew a man once who was in constant 
danger of falling into his besetting sin, but 
he struggled manfully against it, and finally 
overcame it altogether. 

Speaking to me one day he said, " I never 
could have believed till I tried it that God^s 
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grace could be so strong. I thought that 
my old sin would get the better of me again 
and again, but God is stronger than the 
Devil, and He has come to my aid and fought 
for me, and conquered. ' His strength is 
made perfect in weakness.' " 

No one knows until they have entered upon 
the fight how hard it is, and yet how wonderfully 
God stands by His people, and how tenderly 
H e helps them, and watches over them. I f our 
eyes were opened, like those of the Prophet's 
servant, we should see the Heavenly armies 
arrayed on one side to deliver us from evil. 
We read in the sixth chapter of 2 Kings, how 
the King of Syria sent forth horses and 
chariots, and a great host to take Elisha, the 
man of God, and how even all this great 
army was powerless to harm him, because he 
was protected by God. 

" And when the servant of the man of God 
was risen early, and gone forth, behold an 
host compassed the city, both with horses 
and chariots. And his servant said unto 
him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? 
And he answered, Fear not, for they that be 
with us are more than they that be with them. 
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And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray 
thee open his eyes, that he may see. And 
the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, 
and he saw, and behold, the mountain was 
full of horses and chariots of fire round about 
Elisha." So true it is that " the Angel of the 
Lord campeth round about them that fear 
Him, and delivereth them." And has it not 
been the same in all times and in all ages ? 
God has delivered His servants who trusted 
in Him. Remember Daniel in the den of 
lions ; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
in the burning fiery furnace; and S. Peter, 
Avhen God's Angel came and smote off his 
chains, and delivered him from prison. Never 
has God forsaken His people, and He never 
will, as long as the world lasts, unless we for- 
sake Him. In the hour of danger, in thd 
time of trouble, in sickness, or health, He will 
stand by us and save us. "In all time of 
our tribulation, in all time of our wealth, in 
the hour of death, and in the day of Judg^ 
ment, our good Lord will deliver us." 

" When thou passest through the waters I 
will bie with thee, and through the rivers 
they s^all not overflow thee, when thou walk- 
f 1 



114 THE LORDS PRAYER. 

est through the fire thou ,shalt not be burned, 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee ; For 
I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of 
Israel, thy Saviour. Fear not, for I am with 
thee." 

« 

" Oh Master, our foes 

Around us close 
And louder and louder the tumult grows ; 

I quake with fear 

Those cries to hear, 
And to see the beleaguered hosts draw near." 

" My servant dear. 

Thou need'st not fear 
To see the beleaguering hosts draw near, 

For more are they 

On our side to-day, 
Than against us in yonder proud array.'' 

" Oh Master, I see 
Only Thee and me 
On our part, and on theirs a vast company,, 
Their weapons gleam , . 

In the rising beam, 
And high on the wind their proud b?inners 

stream/' 
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" Oh Lord, unseal 
His eyes, reveal 
What from all but Thy Saints Thou dost 

conceal : 
Let him see the power 
That in danger's hour, 
Is more toThy Saints than high fort or tower." 

" Oh Master dear, 

Good cheer, good cheer, 
Now well I know we have nought to fear. 

Breaks on my sight 

With the morning light 
A vision of angels all glorious and bright." 

" Around us they stand, 
A shining band. 
Chariots and horsemen they fill the land ; 
For us will they fight 
In heaven s own might, 
Oh Master ! our God will defend the right ! " 

Anon. 

Come, Lord, and fight the battle, 
My hands are tired and faint ; 

I have no strength to struggle, 
" Consider my complaint." 

I 2 
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One of Thy weakest soldiers 
Is weary in the field ; — 

Yet Thine is all the victory. 
Thy love is all my shield. 

'Tis not that I am weary 

Of service done for Thee ; — 
'Tis not that I would alter 

Thy loving will for me :— 
Sweet is the vineyard labour, 

Through all the toil and heat ; 
And sweet the lonely night-watch 

Safe resting at Thy feet. 

Yet, Lord, there is a warfare 

No eye but Thine may see, 
Oh ! hear my cry for succour, 

Come Thou, and fight for me. 
The self I can not conquer. 

The will that still is mine, 
Oh ! take them both, Lord Jesus, 

And make them one with Thine. 

Take them ! I cannot yield them — 
I am not what I seemed ; 

I have no power. Lord Jesus, 
To do what once I dreamed. 
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The yearning of the earth-life 
Is stronger than my strength ; 

When may the spell be broken, 
And freedom come at length ? 

Like dew on drooping blossoms, 

Like breath from holy place, 
Laden with health and healing. 

Come Thy deep words of grace, 
" Thy strength is all in leaning 

On One who fights for thee ; 
Thine is the helpless clinging, 

And Mine the victory." 

'* Songs amid the Shadows^ — H, Bowman. 
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'* FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, THE POWER, AND 
THE GLORY, FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.' 
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" For the kingdom is the Lord's, and He is 
the Governor among the nations."^ — Psalm 
xxii. 28. 

** Be Thou exalted. Lord, in Thine own 
strength, so shall we sing and praise Thy 
power.'* — Psalm xxi. 1 3. 

•* Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; and be 
ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King 
of glory shall come in. Who is this King of 
glory ? The Lord strong and mighty, the 
Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates, even lift them up, ye everlasting 
doors, and the King of glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of glory ? The Lord of 
hosts. He is the King of glory." — Psalm 
xxiv. 7-10. 

*' Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory, and the 
majesty, for all that is in the heaven and in 



it 



FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM," ETC. 1 1 9 



the earth is Thine. Thine is the Kingdom, 
O God, and Thou art exalted as Head above 
all. Both riches and honour come of Thee, 
and Thou reignest over all : and in Thine 
hand is power and might, and in Thine hand 
it is to make great and to give strength unto 
all. Now therefore, our God, we thank Thee, 
and praise Thy glorious name." — i Chron. 
xxix. 11-13* 

" I saw also the Lord, sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up, and His train filled the 
temple. About it stood the seraphims, each 
one had six wings, with twain he covered his 
face, and with twain he covered his feet, 
and with twain he did fly. And one cried 
unto another and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord God of hosts, the whole earth is full of 
His glory." — Isaiah vi. 1-4. 



We have now come to an end of the peti-' 
tions in the Lord's Prayer. 

The first three are for God's glory, the last 
three are for our own needs, both of soul and 
body. 

We have seen how God is indeed our lov^ 
ing Father ; not only the Almighty Creatof, 
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dwelling far away in Light and Majesty un- 
approachable, but One " Who is not far from 
every one of us." One by whom the very 
hairs of our head are all numbered, and Who 
cares separately for each one of us His 
children. 

We have learnt with what reverence and 
fear we ought to hallow His holy name. 

We have remembered how solemnly we 
ought to pray these words ** Thy kingdom 
come," and ask God for the extension of His 
kingdom upon earth, and also that we may 
be ready .whenever the Son of Man comes 
to reign in glory, and all the Holy Angels 
with Him. 

" Thy will be done," has taught us to yield 
our own will to His; knowing it is best, 
whether in the little trials of daily life, or in 
the greater sorrows and conflicts of our will 
with the Divine will, which only come at 
intervals in a lifetime. 

" Give us this day our daily bread," has 
led us to feel that we must go day by day in 
humble dependence to our Father for all we 
need, not looking too far or fearfully into the 
future, or being over anxious about to-morrow, 
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but simply and quietly leaving everything to 
Him, Who is ordering all things wisely and well. 

Then as we prayed " Forgive us our tres- 
passes " we thought of our sinfulness, and 
deep need of pardon, and how it was only 
through the Precious Blood of Christ, Who 
died for us, that we could hope for the forgive- 
ness of our sins. 

** As we forgive them that trespass against 
us " taught us the great truth, so often for- 
gotten, that unless we forgive from our hearts 
those who have injured us, we cannot hope 
for God s forgiveness for ourselves. 

The petition ** Lead us not into tempta- 
tion," led us to pray that we might be kept 
from all sin, and preserved by God's grace 
from falling, in our warfare against it. 

" Deliver us from evil," reminded us of 
the great power and support which God gives 
to those who fight manfully in His strength, 
and who trusting in Him, and not in them- 
selves, find that His stiength is made perfect 
in weakness. 

And now this Divine prayer which Christ 
has taught us to use, ends with a glorious 
ascription of praise to God. 
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"For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, 
and the Glory, for ever and for ever. Amen." 

Let us now lift up our hearts and minds 
to Him that sitteth upon the Throne, and 
reigneth for ever and ever. 

** The Lord is King, be the people never 
so impatient ; He sitteth upon the Cherubims, 
be the earth never so unquiet." 

What thought can be more calming, or 
more full of strength than this ? 

" Be still then, and know that I am God." 

When our hearts are cast down with the 
trials that encompass us, let us raise them at 
once to Him Who cares for all, Who loves 
all, Who knows all, and Who can do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think. 

*' Thine is the Kingdom." 

" Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

But trust Him for His grace, 

Behind a frowning Providence 

He hides a smiling Face ; 

Blind unbelief is sure to err 

And scan His work in vain, 
: God is His own interpreter, 

And He will make it plain.'* 
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' "Thine is the Power." With God all 
things are possible. This thought must be 
full of comfort to us. We are weak, but God 
is strong. "If He is for us, who can be 
against us " ? 

Whether in our own individual lives amidst 
all the changes and chances of this mortal 
life, or in the course of the world's history, let 
us remember this. Wars and distress of nations 
may come ; unbelief and anarchy may seem 
to spread ; threatened evils may prevail, and 
human resources may be powerless, but let us 
not be disheartened. 

" God is in the midst of her, therefore shall 
she not be removed, God shall help her and 
that right early." "The Lord of Hosts is 
with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge." 

I remember once speaking of this subject 
to one who had been the foundress of one of 
the greatest institutions for Woman's work, 
within the Church of England. At the close 
of a long life, shortly before she was sum- 
moned Home to rest from her labours, she 
was reviewing the past, with all its great 
anxieties, its triumphs, and its failures. 

" I think," she said, " that the one thought 
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that upheld me more than any other through 
all these long years, was this, *The Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth/ There was such 
a strength and grandeur about these words. 
Whenever I felt troubled, or cast down, or 
when things seemed to go wrong, I just 
thought of them, and then all care ceased. 
God is over all, ruling all, and we are simply 
acting under His orders. He reigns overall, 
and He can order all just as He wills." 

** For Thine is the Glory." Think of what 
it will be one day to see our Lord as the 
King of Glory. To see Him as the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords. No human 
words can describe what that sight will 
be. St. John alone could tell us something 
of it. 

" And I beheld, and I heard the voice of 
many angels round about the Throne, and 
the beasts and the elders, and the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands ; saying with a 
loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and bless- 
ing. And every creature which is in Heaven 
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and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I saying, * Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth 
upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever/ And the four beasts said Amen. 
And the four and twenty elders fell down 
and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and 
ever." 



Our Fatlier, our Father, who dwellest in light. 
We lean onThylove,and werest on Thy might; 
In weakness and weariness joy shall abound. 
For strength everlasting in Thee shall be 

found ; 
Our Refuge, our Helper in conflict and woe, 
Our mighty Defender, how blessed to know 

That Thine is the Power ? 

Our Father, Thy promise we earnestly claim. 
The sanctified heart that shall hallow Thy 

name, 
In ourselves, in our dear ones, throughout the 

wide world 
Be Thy name as a banner of glory unfurled ; 



126 THE lord's prayer. 

Let it triumph o'er evil and darkness and 

guilt, 
We know Thou canst do it, we know that 

Thou wilt. 

For Thine is the Power ! 

Our Father, we long for the glorious day 
When all shall adore Thee, and all shall 

obey. 
Oh hasten Thy kingdom, oh show forth Thy 

might. 
And wave o er the nations Thy sceptre of 

right. 

Oh make upThy jewels, the crown of Thy love, 

And reign in our hearts as Thou reignest 

above, 

For Thine is the Power ! 

Our Father, we pray that Thy will may be 

done, 
For full acquiescence in Heaven begun — 
Both in us and by us Thy purpose be wrought. 
In word and in action, in spirit and thought ; 
And Thou canst enable us thus to fulfil. 
With holy rejoicing Thy glorious will. 

For Thine is the Power I 
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Our Father, Thou carest; Thou knowest 

indeed 

Our inmost desires, our manifold need ; 

The fount of Thy mercies shall never be dry. 

For Thy riches in glory shall mete the supply ; 

Our bread shall be given, our water be sure, 

And nothing shall fail, for Thy word shall 

endure. 

And Thine is the Power ! 

Our Father, forgive us, for we have trans- 
gressed. 

Have wounded Thy love, and forsaken Thy 
breast. 

In the peace of Thy pardon henceforth let us 
live, 

That through Thy forgiveness we too may 
forgive ; 

The Son of Thy love, who hath taught us to 
pray. 

For Thy treasures of .mercy have opened the 
way, 

And Thine is the Power ! 

Thou knowest our dangers. Thou knowest 

our frame. 
But a tower of strength is Thy glorious name. 
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Oh, lead us not into temptation, we pray. 

But keep us and let us not stumble or stay ; 

Thy children shall under Thy shadow abide. 

In Thee as our guide and our shield we 

confide, 

For Thine is the Power ! 

Our Father, deliver Thy children from sin, 
From evil without and from evil within. 
From this world, with its manifold evil and 

wrong, 
From the wiles of the Evil One, subtle and 

strong ; 
Till as Christ overcame, we, too, conquer and 

sing. 
All glory to Thee, our victorious King, 

For Thine is the Power ! 

Our Father, Thy children rejoice in Thy reign. 
Rejoice in Thy highness, and praise Thee 

again ! 
Yea, Thine is the kingdom and Thine is the 

might, 
And Thine is the glory transcendently bright ; 
For ever and ever that glory shall shine. 
For ever and ever that kingdom be Thine, 

For Thine is the Power ! 

F. R. Havergal. 
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